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PREVAILING ASPIRATIONS

Incredible iridescence, radiant reflections and magnificent mosaics define this material that 
we consistently apply in our WaterShapes. Yet, glass in itself does not belong anywhere 
around these types of extreme environments. Freeze/thaw, wet/dry and harsh water 
chemistry will destroy this material when not installed per the manufacturers specifications 
and in some instances the best install, per specification, in the world has the potential to have 
failures.
 
“Frankly, I don’t care because it is beautiful and I want it!” That is exactly what our clients say 
so we as WaterShapers happily oblige. Thankfully, we have professionals and manufactures 
that continually educate the industry and its clients towards pushing for the utmost 
integrity when using glass tile. From the design to the sale to the install, not a single scope of 
the process can be overlooked.
 
This issue is for the tile nerds, soon to be tile nerds and the I have no clue what I am selling or 
designing for my client nerds! We are all nerds when it comes to outdoor environments and it 
is Tributary Revelations’ mission to make sure we educate our members in every 
regard. This issue is just the beginning and what a way to start!
 
Thank you for your time!

JEROMEY NAUGLE / PREMIER PARADISE, INC





Randy Angell

Since not every client has the budget 

for an all-tile pool, I may focus on a few 

key areas, such as a raised wall or the 

wetdeck, to create something special.  

I like to consider the wetdeck as the 

floor in a room, and design an “area 

rug” done in glass tile.  This could be 

as simple as creating a border, using a 

6” band of glass tile, or as complex as 

creating a custom mosaic pattern for a 

complete decorative surface.

The modern aesthetic is certainly the 

one that speaks to me personally, and 

as such, I have a lot of fun in this design 

style.  Within this aesthetic, I work 

within a generally simple, calm palette, 

but love to bring in a pop of color or 

sparkle to generate a bit of energy, 

and create a striking focal point.  On 

these projects, I generally shy away 

from the high contrast mosaics that 

are common, in favor of a more subtle, 

tone on tone concept.  This allows you 

to bring in that pop of color, without 

interrupting the clean serenity of 

the design.  Think about jewelry on a 

woman – her earrings and necklace 

are not meant to be the focal point.  

They are meant to frame the beauty 

of her face; to draw the eye to, but 

not distract from her beauty. This is 

similar to how I will often use glass 

tile in my designs.  Glass tile may not 

always be the star of the show, but it 

can be crucial in drawing the eye to, 

and intensifying the beauty of the star.        

Randy Angell Designs

Material selection day is one of my 

favorite days, in the design/build 

process.  This is often one of the first 

opportunities to take the intangible 

vision and reveal it in a tangible fashion 

for the client.  Like many designers, I 

am inspired by the wealth of seemingly 

unlimited possibility that glass tile 

affords us.  Whether the aesthetic of 

the project is a classic formal, a rustic 

natural, or a sleek modern, glass tile 

can fit the bill.  

In a more classic formal concept, I am 

likely to lean toward a square mosaic in 

shades of blue, or possibly a Greek key 

or variation of such, that speaks to the 

formality of the project.
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Jimmy Reed

Rock Solid Tile, Inc.

Jimmy Reed, President of Rock Solid Tile, Inc. is world 

renowned glass mosaic installation contractor specializing in 

glass mosaic tile installations, all glass tile swimming pools, 

spas and watershapes. The son of a businessman and artist 

Jimmy developed a unique set of skills that helped cultivate 

his talents and build his business. He fell in love with the 

work at the age of 12, working for his neighbor during breaks 

from school. Now the president of Rock Solid Tile, some of 

the same men he learned from are working for him. It gives 

him the confidence to know that he is working with top 

designers, architects and contractors who appreciate quality, 

details, and design, they have excelled in this important 

aspect of the luxury home building industry. He’s earned 

the reputation of being among the elite in his industry by 

acting on his desire to turn ordinary residential spaces into 

extraordinary watershapes and outdoor living environments.

Currently, Jimmy is working on his biggest project ever 

undertaken. It started back in June of 2016 In Palm Desert, 

California and is scheduled to be finished at the end of March 

2017. The budget for this project reaches into the millions 

due to the extensive use of Bisazza tile. Aside from the shear 

scale, this project presented several challenges including 

countless angles, some sharp and some radius, and every 

edge consisting of perimeter overflow or infinity edges. 

In addition, a majority of the vessels are over living and 

garage spaces so waterproofing is of the utmost importance. 

His recommendation for a successful installation comes down to 

precise planning, taking careful consideration of all the structural 

designs, movement joints, load stresses, and waterproofing 

needs. Having a finish schedule from the Landscape 
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Luke & Amy Denny

We enjoy the design and 

implementation challenges of three 

dimensional form when it meets the 

medium of glass mosaics under the 

exacting precision dictated by water.  

Luxury water shapes are the most 

complex tile installation environments.  

We select materials to enhance a water 

shape, excite an exterior color palette, 

and ultimately become the ‘bling’ of 

the outdoor environment, and this is 

an exciting place for us to continue 

mastering our craft.  We have learned 

from so many craftsmen before us, 

and the individual who really took 

Luke under his wing in the early years 

is Greg Andrews, formerly of Greg 

Andrews Tile, and now a founder of 

the National Tile and Stone Authority.  

Greg has committed many years to 

this work, developing many of the 

very methods that have now become 

the standard, training individuals like 

ourselves, and now continuing to make 

a real difference in this industry by 

continuing to offer his expert insight, 

gathered from real field work and long 

term results. 

When we first receive plans of a project 

we listen to the client’s design vision, 

we start thinking about how tile and/or 

mosaics can best be used to enhance 

that vision - this includes color 

selection, type of iridescent finish, 

shapes and patterns, dimensional 

pieces or large format materials, 

mosaics, and the many and patterns, 

dimensional pieces or large format 

materials, mosaics, and the many 

possible combinations and variations.  

If there are curvelinear elements, we 

think about what size, shapes and 

colors of tile can be used to enhance 

those forms, and at the next stage, 

how we can manipulate the mosaics to 

follow curves, template areas and hand 

cut mosaics to fit these curved shapes.  

It’s a square peg/round hole situation, 

and our goal is to make

the mosaics flow smoothly through a 

design instead of drawing attention 

to the static shape of a piece of tile. 

We also think about contrasting color, 

bright reflective finishes and custom  

trim details that serve the purpose 

of catching and throwing light.  

Translucent glass can be paired with 

opaque materials to create further 

texture and depth in an installation.   

In recent years we have placed a very 

heavy focus on long-term functionality 

and maintenance requirements for 

various types of designs and materials. 

All of these decisions are influenced by 

the shape of the vessel, the style of the 

architecture, the natural environment 

and ultimately the wishes of the client. 

AlpenTile
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Fire By Design provides the highest quality, most 

reliable fire features I have ever used! Time and time 

again they deliver with product knowledge, immediate 

service and I have yet to experience their warranty 

department… because it works!

 

    -  Kurt Kraisinger, Lorax Design Group



Marco Perella

Glass tile. The mere mention during 

conceptual meetings / presentations 

with clients almost always illicits an 

excited response as they have usually 

seen the material in other context 

and the thought of use in their yard 

where peaks interest. As a designer I 

gravitate towards more natural or “raw” 

materials: concrete, steel, stone, wood 

and glass. Of these materials , glass tile 

gives the most flexibility in stepping 

away from the natural earthtones 

and muted colors the other materials 

typically present. Its also timeless. It 

gives us the opportunity to add color 

and life if we deem necessary but with 

a material thats still so pure. Like the 

water it works so well with.   The top 

glass creators today are making my job

way more difficult with all the colors, 

blends, surface treatments and size 

formats they are coming up with. Its 

great to see that industry running with 

it. Restraint is often a word I repeat to 

myself when specifying and selecting 

glass tile as it sure is easy to overdo 

or get to excited and try and force 

something. Continuity is another. Its 

nice to pull into a backsplash of the 

outdoor kitchen even if just doing 

a waterline application. For me, a 

project is the some of its details and 

no detail is too small. Glass tile gives us 

unlimited flexibility to really design for 

fine handcrafted details. The smaller 

formats are attractive for finer detail.  

Artisan installers like Alpentile and 

Rock Solid Tile have made tile install an

art form and designers look like Gods. 

When a client senses and sees the 

excitement surrounding the level of 

detail involved i often see them get 

that  pride of ownership glow. Up 

here in Northern California where we 

are faced with water restrictions from 

the drought the last few years, most 

new pools are designed for water 

conservation with covers. Somewhat 

limiting design options! Water walls 

are a great option to dress up the 

rectangular shapes and glass tile gives 

us the opportunity to take something 

as simple as that to another level 

where its so much more than just 

about the water. The glass tile surface 

finish, texture ,coatings options have 

allowed us to make a simple shape 

mesmerizing stand alone. The glass 

tiles exposure to light at different times 

is well planned to take advantage of 

the constant changes throughout 

the day and lighting it at night also 

carefully calculated. Glass affords us 

the opportunity to create surfaces in 

or out of water that constantly change. 

Its characteristics let us stand in one 

spot looking at a serpentine edge 

application and see ten different things 

going on before the sun or we move. 

Of all the materials we get to play with, 

glass tile wins hands down  as the most 

flexible and exciting option.

Marco Design Group
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Iain MIddleton

V-vo Architectural Mosaics

Waterproofing and other significant 

surface preparation is hot on the lips 

of tile and adhesive manufacturers 

globally.   The magnitude of failures is 

overwhelming, none more poignant 

than in Australia’s swimming pool 

industry.    In a country so well versed 

in water conservation and salination of 

the available soil, I find it incredulous 

that waterproofing’s importance is not 

recognized by pool builders or even 

questioned by the end user or client.  

At this point, you might wonder if this 

is just scare mongering? Concrete, 

after all, IS waterproof, isn’t it?   I will 

come back to this later.

Pools in Australia, and by this I restrict 

my meaning to ‘concrete’ pools, are 

more often than not sprayed into 

a steel-reinforced lined ‘shell’.   The 

form is either cut out of compacted 

soil or framed up with any number of 

materials--wood and corrugated iron 

are the most common.   It is important 

for the ‘gunnite’ or ‘shotcrete’ to 

hit a solid surface as it is sprayed 

and pumped into position. This is a 

common practice in the USA, as well.   

Europe prefers ‘poured’ methods.  This 

involves framing precise areas, walls 

and floors etc., and pumping concrete 

whilst vibrating it using a number 

of techniques.   This is claimed to 

make the concrete both denser and 

therefore better, and leaves a smoother 

surface.  There are many types of pools 

(fiberglass, stainless-steel etc.) and 

these all have unique waterproofing 

issues that I need to cover in another 

article. 

Waterproofing a pool for ‘leaking’ is 

only one reason to waterproof. The 

average price to waterproof a pool 

might be between 10% and 20% of the 

pool cost. The cost of replenishing lost 

water due to leaks are high, not only on

the pocket book but in water 

conservation areas as well. It’s also the 

fact that pool water gets into the shell 

and migrates throughout destroying 

the structural materials of your brand-

new pool.  

Pool water often fluctuates wildly 

in its pH.   Even leading equipment 

manufacturers will have issues with 

their chemical control systems from 

time to time.   Sensitive calibration 

plates can ‘salt’ up and give false 

readings.   In any case, pool water is 

toxic to concrete--one day being acid, 

the next alkaline.



It’s the most aggressive environment for tile installation.   

This doesn’t even address the effects of pH and high 

temperatures on adhesives. 

Waterproofing a pool solves a number of issues, including 

leaking and pH bounce affecting the shell for starters.   But 

it can also create some other mechanical issues that need 

to be understood. Waterproofing is very black and white: 

a shell is either waterproof or not.   There are processes 

that are completely negated by the smallest pin hole in a 

membrane style product.   Within weeks, a pool shell and 

render can be completely saturated, leaving an irreversible 

and uncorrectable problem. Stripping the surface back to 

the shell often the only option for repair.

At this point I need to explain something.

Waterproofing is like a seatbelt.  We hope we will never need 

it.  We don’t think, “Well, I’ve never had a car crash in 20 years 

of driving, I don’t need one.”

With a pool, we hope the air pockets behind the reo-chairs 

don’t blow, the penetrations hold and the lights (among 

other things) are sound.   We hope the glass windows 

don’t leak, the cars in the garage below don’t get leaching 

acidified water on them, and the grass and plants don’t die 

in the garden. 

Taking a number of equally crucial steps is required to 

obtain a satisfactory surface on which to tile and plaster.   

Some plasters have qualities that can maintain a watertight 

finish in the majority of the pool, but this usually excludes 

the waterline where the tile meets the plaster, also known 

as the number one ‘leak zone’.  Waterproofing appropriately 

can avoid water coming ‘up’ through the shell (known as 

wicking) as in a river edge style pool.  Hydrostatic valves are 

another item also required but not discussed here.

There are 3 or 4 completely different ways to waterproof a 

pool and some combinations of these is even more useful.   

It’s like having 3 seatbelts on, as with a race car--negative 

and positive hydrostatic issues, pH bounce and flexibility 

can be tackled, as well as challenging issues like north-facing 

vanishing edges that heat up to over 100 degrees only



to have cold water run over it 100 times a day in mid-

summer (thermal shock membrane).   Tiles don’t enjoy this, 

especially highly absorbent ceramic tiles which are wrongly 

but commonly used.

Concrete, you must understand, is like a very dense sponge. 

Given the chemical cocktail of pool water, you have a 

recipe for disaster.   To hope, with fingers crossed, that the 

pool water will not react with the render/adhesive/shell/

grout is naive to say the least and a court may even see it as 

negligence. 

Thankfully, having to deal with frost and below zero 

temperatures is not an issue in Australia.  However, if it was, 

you can imagine the issues with water frozen whilst trapped 

in a concrete pool shell. I will cover this in another article, 

although this possibility may actually incentivize pool 

contractors, builders and tilers to decide to protect the shell 

in other ways.

Water will migrate into the shell and at the very least 

penetrate 1/2inch -10/15mm into it, causing the pH acid/

alkaline cycle to eat away at the concrete, tile, adhesive and 

grout.   This likelihood increases if the water is kept at 30+ 

degrees, which is very normal in today’s market.





First Quarter, 2017

Fourth Quarter, 2017

Third Quarter, 2017

Second Quarter, 2017

Southwest Pool & Spa Show - Tributary Class - Thursday Jan. 19 @ 10:15am - “Dismissed 

& Forgotten: Bringing Back Intentional Design”

Structure Studios - Tour / Las Vegas, NV

Fire by Design  - Factory Tour / Las Vegas, NV

Oceanside Glasstile - Tour /  Oceanside, CA

Zodiac - Tour / Vista, CA

Miracote - Tour / Rancho Dominguez, CA

PACE Event / Phoenix, AZ

Paramount - Tour / Phoenix, AZ 

Pebble Tec - Tour / Phoenix, AZ 

Wet Edge - Tour / Phoenix, AZ 

OdySea Aquarium - Tour / Phoenix, AZ  

ASLA Expo / Los Angelas, California

International Pool, Spa, Patio Expo - Tributary Revelation Annual Dinner / Orlando, FL

UPCOMING EVENTS



FIND YOUR 

DESIGN 

INSPIRATION
Luxury Pools magazine is the premier 

outdoor living publication. Each issue 

features exquisite pool designs and 

outdoor living showcases. 

luxurypoolsmag luxurypools luxurypoolsmag

ORLD REGISTRY OF ELITE POOL DESIGNERS & BUILDERS
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THE PREMIER OUTDOOR LIVING PUBLICATION  |  SPRING/SUMMER 2016
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POOLSIDE GRILLING  I  OUTDOOR TVs  I  WATER FEATURES  I  WINDOW AND DOOR SYSTEMS

SENSATIONAL 

SHADE OPTIONS OUTDOOR  

ENTERTAINMENT SPACES
TOP BUILDERS  

AND DESIGNERS

                                            INNOVATIVE  TRENDS

THE PREMIER OUTDOOR LIVING PUBLICATION

 FALL/WINTER 2016

2016 PINNACLE AWARDS
HONORING THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS 

POOL BUILDERS AND  
DESIGNERS IN THE WORLD

HOT TUB AND  
SWIM SPA OPTIONS

OPULENT
NATURAL POOLS

AUTOMATION AND
TECHNOLOGY
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Plus, new designs featured daily at @luxurypoolsmag!  |  luxurypools.com   |   978-824-2844  |  subscribe@luxurypools.com

Stop dreaming and start planning. Read 

recent digital editions or subscribe to 

Luxury Pools at www.luxurypools.com.


