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When designing a swimming pool, it is important to focus not solely on the pool but also on the 

environment in which it will dwell. Too often pools are designed without a full understanding of 

how the area will be used, function or interact with the surrounding elements, which can result in 

a space that does not live up to its’ potential.

Landscape Architects are designers first.  Where many swimming pool contractors view their 

scope of work as an individual feature a LA will see a project site in its entirety.  Every architec-

tural detail, spatial connection, hill, valley, irrigation box, plantings, etc. are considered when plan-

ning a space.  It is this kind of comprehensive planning and design that landscape architects are 

so well suited.

JOHN OGBURN | ENTERRA DESIGN GROUP  

THE VALUE OF POOL 
DESIGN AS AN INTEGRAL 
PART OF LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURAL MASTER 
PLANNING

Scott Cummings PLA, ASLA

Michael Baez

Jason Armour 
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It is unfortunate that many landscape architects have very little experience with swimming pool 

design.  While often working on estate or multifamily master plans which include swimming pools 

and water features, landscape architects don’t often take a major role in the detailed design of 

these watershapes.  Who is better suited for the design of these elements than the LA who is 

very often intimately familiar with the site?  It is very exciting to see professional groups, such as 

Tributary Revolution, working with the American Society of Landscape Architects to help expose 

landscape architects to the benefits of more thoroughly incorporating swimming pool and water 

feature design into their master plans.  Through education on pool construction methods and 

hydraulic principals, or by working closely with pool design specialist, very cohesive designs can 

be achieved.  

Exposing more landscape architects to construction methods associated with swimming pools 

and dimensional standards of pool interior layout, including requirements for pool wall thickness, 

step &, bench dimensions and pool break standards would help to eliminate the need for a land-

scape architect to ever leave an allocation of space for a pool to be designed by others.  The more 

aspects of a masterplan that the landscape architect can control, the more cohesive and likely 

more successful the finished project will be. 
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If a landscape architect is unfamiliar with the specifics of swimming pool or water feature design, 

working closely with a pool design specialist to ensure a cohesive project remains a very good 

option.  With detailed input from the landscape architect throughout the design process, a pool 

design specialist will be able to preserve the design intent and create a watershape that is an 

integral part of the landscape master plan.   Similarly, when the LA has an opportunity to work 

closely with a building architect early in the design process, elements can be more seamlessly 

blended from the interior to exterior spaces.



TRIBUTARY REVELATION

9

As standards for swimming pool design continue to rise, groups like Tributary Revolution and 

Genesis are pushing the envelope within the industry.  More opportunities for education are avail-

able than ever before.  As more landscape architects are exposed to the specifics of watershape 

design, the higher the bar will be raised.  It is a very exciting time to be a part of the swimming 

pool and watershape industry.  

Authors:

Scott Cummings PLA, ASLA

Michael Baez

Jason Armour 

Design Ecology

3714 Manchaca Road

Austin Texas 78704

www.designecologyaustin.com
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Waterline Tile

I install an average of 50% porcelain and 50% glass on my projects. I refer to the TCNA (Tile Council 

of North America) guide on installing tile in a swimming pool. The first thing we do is follow the 

recommended cure time for concrete of 28 days before we install our brown coat. When I talk 

about concrete I mean both shotcrete and concrete that is not pneumatically applied. This allows 

the concrete to cure and reach its strength. This should also show any shrinkage cracks that may 

pop up and you can take care of those before you lay down the brown coat. I like using Laticrete 

3701 mortar bed for my brown coat. It is a fortified mortar that is very strong and you do not 

need to add an additive to it. It cures faster than a traditional spec mix and the sand and cement 

combination a lot of builders use. Another Laticrete product I use is 254 Platinum thin set. I have 

found this a great thin set and is the only one two that I am aware of that says in writing that it 

is rated for submersion in water. I apply thin set on the structure after washing it and while it is 

still wet apply my brown coat on top of it. It is almost done simultaneously. Once I have leveled my 

mortar bed I let the mortar cure for 4 to 5 days. Technically brown coats need to cure for 7 days

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS GRANT SMITH
AQUA-LINK POOLS AND SPAS
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according to the TCNA but with the fortified mortar it cures faster than a traditional spec mix. 

This part of laying tile is the most time consuming. Remember perfect practice creates perfection 

which means perfect prep creates perfection. Although I drive that saying into all my subs and 

employees at every phase this is when it is most needed and seen! We spend hours laying out 

the tile before we even mix one pail of thin set. Many times we are chipping away concrete and 

building out our brown coat with batter boards before we even start laying tile. For example we 

figure out ways to interlace tile on corners so there is no 45degree cut on the top of the spa wall. 

We measure and adjust the length of the water line tile so there are no short tiles at the end. 

Once all that is achieved we start laying tile.

Glass

We have had a lot of practice at glass so we have experience when dealing with this temperamental 

tile. We always use white thin set so the true color of the tile comes out. All glass manufactures 

will recommend white thin set. Temperature control is key in applying glass tile. Often we put small 

tents over where we are working on the tile as we go along the waterline tile and spa on a hot day. 

Luckily where I live it doesn’t get all that cold so I have yet to use a space heater. We insure that
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you will not get a call back down the road. I always do a mockup of glass for the homeowner with 

the choice of grout they have chosen so they can see how it will look with the thin set and grout. 

A lot of glass tile is translucent and the sand that is in the thin set can give it a different hue than 

what the client sees when they look at the tile on a white piece of cardboard in the tile showroom. 

Some thin set companies make a specific glass adhesive that is whiter than the normal thin set.

Porcelain tile has been around pools for decades. It is hard and durable and almost bullet proof. 

We apply all the same application techniques that we do for the glass. Since 22 years ago when 

I first came into the industry the selection of porcelain has exploded. Rarely do I send a client to 

one of the pool tile showrooms. There is so much great tile out there I send them to a tile store 

that has a wide variety of tile that the client can choose from. One thing we do with all our tile is 

we do not do bull nose grout edges. We will miter all the edges of our tile at a 45 degree angle 

so there it creates a 90 so there will be no grout bull nose edge. With all our tile we use an epoxy 

grout. We find it is very durable and doesn’t stain which is a great selling point to the client.

As far as water proofing goes we used good ole Thoroseal for years until they came out and



TRIBUTARY REVELATION

15

banned its use in applications where it would be submerged. Then we switched to Laticrete Hydro 

Ban but they came out and said you cannot use it if you were doing waterline tile applications 

only. Then hearing all the failures of the other waterproofing membranes I decided to rely on 

my 5,000 p.s.i. shotcrete and my silicate based curing agent. I’ve never had a failure out of that 

combination yet. I have moved onto the Mira Coat system as extra protection. I remediated a spa 

that another builder had installed that was leaching water out of every pore. It was low value dry 

mix shotcrete. The Mira Coat was easy to work with and has solved the issue. I am now using it on 

all my negative edge walls on both sides since they do not have the same restriction that hydro 

ban does. I run it up from the floor and over the top and down into the surge basin.

Plaster

There are many types of plaster and it is all up to your client as to what the color, texture and 

water color they want. I don’t have a preference of one over the other. I think regular white plaster 

looks great with a contemporary pool. Exposed aggregate plaster has added durability although 

I would not limit myself to just those type of plasters. Even regular plaster can last a long time
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with proper maintenance and chemical balance. We do an automated PH/ORP system on all of 

our projects. It keeps the chemicals balanced and prevents the spiking of chemicals that goes on 

when the service guy comes by once a week. 

Before we plaster we pressure wash out our shells and get any leftover thin set or mortar off the 

floor and walls. I always cut off the excess of brown coat that is left under the tile so my plaster 

has a nice clean edge to go up against at the bottom. The next step we do is to water proof 

around our pipe penetrations. Don’t rely on the plaster company to do this! If they even attempt 

to they will most likely do a poor job. We use a structural adhesive, membrane system. You can 

use water stops, and hydraulic cement also. This is the area where you are most likely to get a 

leak. 

I also cut and prep all my pipes and set my white goods. I use a level to ensure the white goods 

are perfectly level with the tile. There is nothing more irritating than seeing an eyeball fitting 

sticking to far in or to far out from the plaster!

Make sure your clients are well aware of what plaster can look like color wise and finish wise. 

Plaster is not a perfect application and I create that expectation with the client before we start. 

GRANT SMITH
AQUA-LINK POOLS AND SPAS
GRANTPOOLS@GMAIL.COM
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JOHN OGBURN | ENTERRA DESIGN GROUP  

Although Randy’s love for architecture began at the early age of 10, his formal training began in 

1983 through an in depth Architecture program through his high school.   The program trained 

students in every detail of architecture.     They even spent hours practicing and learning the 

“perfect” architecture handwriting (ask him about his backwards writing party trick) In this 

computerized world we live in, we are still amazed to watch Randy sit and sketch out by hand 

a project making every detail perfect down to the handwriting.  Yes, these details show his true 

passion and God given gift for his craft.

By the time Randy had finished his Architecture Program and graduated High School, he already 

had over 60 custom homes designed and built in the Dallas Metroplex.  Through designing homes, 

Randy began to focus on the landscape of the home and began to study horticulture in order to 

incorporate a holistic approach to the property as a whole.

RANDY ANGELL DALE SPRIGG
POOL ENVIRONMENTS
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That detail can also be seen through what inspires him.   He draws inspiration from everywhere.   

He looks at architecture from Australia, Chile and South Africa along with his mainstays in the 

US.   He may draw inspiration on a painting in the home or the shape or color of a door.   Then, he 

carries that inspiration to the backyard to create a seamless transition.  

While I’ve only known Randy personally for a few years, I’ve learnt more about true design in that 

timeframe than in my 15 years prior. I’m sure like many of you, my introduction to our industry came 

with a small cardboard box filed with plastic pool shape templates. (you could get real creative and 

flip them over as well ) Through the years you start to get the basics and although the concepts 

improved, I still struggled to explain exactly why something looked good. As I began to study 

Randys design portfolio, I had the same thoughts. They looked amazing, but like a lot of other 

art forms, I assume that it’s all down to creative flair. Talking to Randy about a design though is 

eye-opening. While you can’t deny the ‘art’, there’s a lot more ‘science’ involved that makes him 

stand out. Every decision he makes can be thoughtfully explained. The scale, location, views, 

focal points, colors, lighting, furniture, traffic, and sound. Even the direction of the wind through 

the yard is factored in.
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Randy is a true professional in every sense. My ambition is to master my technical skills to the 

point we can take him out of his handcuffs and really set him free. I’m sure we haven’t seen 

anything yet! While I’ve only known Randy personally for a few years, I’ve learnt more about true 

design in that timeframe than in my 15 years prior. I’m sure like many of you, my introduction to 

our industry came with a small cardboard box filed with plastic pool shape templates. (you could 

get real creative and flip them over as well ) Through the years you start to get the basics and 

although the concepts improved, I still struggled to explain exactly why something looked good. 

As I began to study Randys design portfolio, I had the same thoughts. They looked amazing, but 

like a lot of other art forms, I assume that it’s all down to creative flair. Talking to Randy about a 

design though is eye-opening. While you can’t deny the ‘art’, there’s a lot more ‘science’ involved 

that makes him stand out. Every decision he makes can be thoughtfully explained. The scale, 

location, views, focal points, colors, lighting, furniture, traffic, and sound. Even the direction of the 

wind through the yard is factored in.

DALE SPRIGG | POOL ENVIRONMENTS, INC

DALE@POOLENVIRONMENTS.COM 
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Construction: Thrasher Pool and Spa
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It’s no secret that for many years’ competitive swimmers and bathers of all types have encoun-

tered numerous issues from various water treatment methods across the globe. Some of the 

most common issues that are most often heard are itchy scratchy or dry skin, skin rashes, swim-

mers asthma, burning eyes, hair loss or thinning of the hair and much more. The quest for provid-

ing healthier water for all walks of life is truly a tough journey that is traveled by few. However, if 

it is truly embraced for discovering the great secrets of what water can provide it can be a great 

and rewarding experience. 

At Pure Vision Technologies, we have been studying the benefits of diffusing different types of 

natural gases into water. At the top of our list was the second most abundant element in the 

universe which is oxygen. We took a few different bodies of water in different settings, both in-

door and outdoor applications, studied them for several years and found the results have been 

nothing short of astounding! 

We already know that our current atmosphere is oxygen deprived so when we added it back into 

the water it was a truly amazing sight. The first thing, amongst all the bodies of water that were 

tested, people noticed how clear the water was. It becomes almost like a magnified image of the 

bottom of the pool. Suddenly even the main drain looks amazingly close to the surface of the 

water as if the water wasn’t there at all. The second thing people noticed was how soft the water 

felt and asked if they had changed to salt water systems. There was no more chlorine odor at the 

surface of the water that so many were accustomed to smelling. Some had noticed that it was 

much easier to move in the pool as if there was less resistance in the water. The third most com-

mon feedback was the feeling upon leaving the water. Most people realized how soft their skin 

was and that there was no chlorine smell. Upon drying off they noticed they did not feel the need 

to apply lotion to themselves or their children as they so often did in the past. Some had even 

commented that they felt better than they did stepping out of the shower. 
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Through the AquaGen Commercial and Aqua-Fuzion Residential systems we are able to atomize 

the oxygen so small that it does not break the surface tension of a water molecule. What that 

means is that we are able to harness that oxygen and give it the ability to stay in the water for 

days if not weeks. After bringing a small body of water up to 30 parts per million (ppm) we can shut 

the system off for a week and only lose about 10 ppm. 

We did mention that we atomize different gases, right? Our second gas we utilize in the swimming 

pool industry is Carbon Dioxide (CO2). Since CO2 is also a natural and abundant element we found 

it to be much better for pH control than the traditional acid. Due to the high efficiency of our sys-

tem we were able to get a staggering 100% dissolution rate into the water. That’s right, 100% with 

no loss or off gassing! You’ll feel better knowing that the product is being used is not wasted.

PURE VISION TECHNOLOGIES

HTTP://WWW.PUREVTECH.COM/
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It has taken me some time to understand how much value a good landscape architect brings to 

a project. The modern designer has some wonderful tools at their fingertips: Structure Studio, 

Sketch Up, CAD, 3D modeling and more. But, without a solid education and in-field experience, it 

is difficult to design a truly complete project.

We all have walked into finished yards and have asked ourselves: “Why did someone build this?” no 

rhyme, reason or direction. You can tell when contractors and designers have just gone through 

the motions.

Always try to have more of an organic relationship with the designer. Bringing the projects to 

life can become difficult if the relationship becomes too one-sided.  Taking a flat design to wa-

ter-in-transit can be tricky, especially when one or both don’t understand water in motion.

I spent the first part of my pool building career only selling and building pools of my creation. I was

JOHN OGBURN | ENTERRA DESIGN GROUP  

THE WELL STEVE EDWARDS
EDWARDS POOL CONSTRUCTION
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almost 100 pools in before I had ever worked with any landscape architects. I think this helped 

me become strong with drainage, setting elevations, hydraulics, structure, etc, but also stunted 

my growth as a builder/designer. A good architect, which I’m lucky to now work with a great one, 

can help you achieve a very tight and complete project. Without the architect, I could only design 

pieces of the space.

Just like all pool builders are not equal, the same can be said with some designers. The earlier a 

builder is brought into a project the better. An experienced builder may have a few tricks up their 

sleeve that may add depth to a design. The evolution of design and construction techniques are 

fast evolving in our modern world.   Both need to put their love and energy into a project to grow 

it to its full potential. I am very good at designing and building, so when I work with an architect I 

try to feed off of their design and continue on that to create the small details that will make the 

project special for the client.
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Maybe best of all, working with architects and designers, you get injected into the best and most 

exciting jobs out there. You become prequalified and more than not, the job is almost certain to 

be yours because of your working relationship with the design the client loves so.

 

Steve Edwards, Owner

Edwards Pool Construction

edwardspoolconstruction.com
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VITO MARIANO

REBUILD WITH BASECRETE
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Why bother waterproofing? 

Water damages. Concrete 

is porous. Waterproofing 

keeps water where it 

belongs—in the vessel—

and it keeps water where 

it doesn’t belong by 

keeping groundwater and 

other harmful elements 

out. Waterproofing is the 

unseen workhorse beneath 

the surface that allows the 

structural integrity and 

beauty to endure.

Because waterproofing 

is essential, Basecrete 

Waterproofing has 

engineered strength 

through simplicity to 

protect, repair, and restore 

all water containment 

vessels, and concrete 

structures. Basecrete 

eliminates efflorescence 

and less layers decreases 

delamination. It’s also the 

all-in-one waterproofing 

and bondcoat. Yep, it does 

both. Basecrete is both 

waterproofing membrane 

and bondcoat, and 

behind all that strength is 

remarkable flexibility.

Strength through simplicity 

means you apply Basecrete 

with one vertical stroke, 

one horizontal stroke, 

and done. Two layers that 

are both waterproofing 

and bondcoat means less 

delamination. Basecrete 

delivers the specs 

engineers want and the 

in-the-hole ease and 

workability applicators 

deserve.

Basecrete is super easy 

to work with too. It goes 

on like butter. Roll, trowel, 

spray, squeegee, whatever 

works best for the job. 

Jobsite ready with no 

weird rigmarole, just pour, 

stir, use. Basecrete is two 

products, one dry, one wet. 

Mix it and apply it. That’s it. 

There are no complicated 

directions. There are no 

multiple application steps 

and long wait times for 

curing.

Cure time saves time 

and money, and since 

the industry is thriving, 

Basecrete’s cure time allows 

professionals to get more 

jobs done right the first 

time. Basecrete is the in-

demand waterproofing and 

bondcoat for this energetic 

industry boom.

From pools and spas, 

overspills, decks, balconies, 

bridges, parking garages, 

it’s all going on with 

Basecrete waterproofing 

and bondcoat. And 

because of Basecrete’s 

eco-friendly composition, 

Basecrete meets rigorous 

international standards.

Globally recognized from 

well-known theme parks 

to luxury resorts and 

condominiums, the industry 

knows Basecrete not only
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for waterproofing water 

containment vessels, but 

also for waterproofing, 

repairing and preserving 

aging and new concrete 

structures such as high-rise 

balconies, maritime and land 

bridges, tunnels, seawalls, 

even building roofs and 

walls, and so much more 

hard infrastructure.

There are many technical 

reasons to waterproof, and 

Basecrete can help with 

all of them. Waterproofing 

is vital to keep water in 

and detrimental water and 

elements out. The key to 

maintaining and preserving 

structural integrity, 

flexible waterproofing and 

bondcoat is the workhorse 

below the surface.

And speaking of 

workhorses, Vito Mariano, 

president of Basecrete, 

worked alongside his Italian 

immigrant father since he 

was a child. Vito learned 

the trade literally from the 

ground up. In the 70s, Vito 

was a pool builder and 

applicator before turning 

inventor. With thousands of 

pools and over 45 years of 

hands-on experience, Vito 

engineers products that 

solve problems.

To learn more about 

Basecrete Flexible 

Waterproofing find us 

at Basecreteusa.com or 

check us out on YouTube 

to see Basecrete in action. 

Our personal favorite is 

watching Basecrete bend 

on stainless steel on the 

Basecrete Flexibility Demo.

http://Basecreteusa.com
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HOLIDAY SPECIAL EVENTS 

STAY TUNED FOR OUR HOLIDAY EVENT 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WINTER TOUR 

TEXAS! January 2018 

COMING SOON IN 2018 

THE SOUTH 

THE EAST COAST 

A BEACH EVENT 

A PASSPORT REQUIRED ADVENTURE







I have been a devoted client of Mike West and 

company over at BBQ Island for the past 10 years. 

BBQ Island is the only vendor/supplier that I allow 

my clients to visit without me being present. I have 

complete faith in their entire team, at all 3 stores, 

that they will not only handle my clients with the 

same attention to detail Premier Paradise, Inc is 

known for, they will also ensure that my clients 

utilize the best and most necessary outdoor 

kitchen equipment to meet their needs. BBQ Island 

has now made my company even more efficient by 

allowing me to drop ship orders online This is not 

your average BBQ store!

Jeromey Naugle

Premier Paradise, Inc.
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